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Resolution

The European Union is, at present, amidst an usdestted crisis. The crisis is manifold: econonii@fficial,
political, social, ecological and cultural.

In this particularly difficult period for our natis, it seems imperative to strongly reassert thetgi role of public
authority; that of the state of course, as provider strategist, but also and above all that cdllauthorities, the
last ramparts before the crisis for our citizens.

In the face of the excessive part played by ecoaapérators, politics must recover to restore nmepaind
credibility to public policy. It is no longer acdaple that the financial logic of the markets prkadittle more every
day over the decisions of democratically electedées.

It must be noted that today European leaders, tatibnal and local, do not have in their possesailbtine necessary
levers of action to address this exceptional stuaOur room for manoeuvre diminishes rather atersibly year on
year.

More specifically, the uncertainties of the banksagtor combined with the constraints set by theeB#l Accords
severely restrict local and regional authoritiexess to borrowing. This recent phenomenon poseal ghreat to
their ability to invest in the very short term.daveral European countries, this credit crunchheille immediate
effects on employment and consequently on growth.

Europe’s emergence from the crisis in which itlismged will not be sustainable without significanbvision to
local and regional authorities for economic deveaiept and territorial solidarity. Reducing theirdircial resources
undermines the various recovery plans that have &depted, rendering them ineffective.

Local & regional authorities, thereal conduits of sustainable development

Sustainable development is one of Europe’s majmotibes alongside peace and freedom of movementeral
articles of the treaties mention the principlegliemges and the vital role of sustainable develmm

Today, the GDP cannot remain as the sole instruofeneasuring the effectiveness of our policies mbtions of
wellbeing and sustainable development must haatarpindices measuring growth that is fair.

However, genuine ambition in this area will notdwssible at European level unless it is translatiedconcrete
actions at the level of local authorities.

In this context, local and regional authorities jacipal agents of sustainable development. Aeaally well-
placed to act as intermediaries between the Siatter organisations and citizens, it is at ttegmitorial level that
European ideas and directions can be convertedamorete actions that may or may not lead to ticeess of a
European sustainable development project.
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Assembled in Brussals, the socialist local and regional elected representatives of Europe wish to reassert the

following principles:

1.

2.

Local and regional authorities are an integral pathe public authority of European states;

They are the guarantors of social cohesion thrahghprovision and management of a genuine quality
community-based public service;

By virtue of their innovation and investment capacthey foreshadow fully what the Europe of thest21
century will be like.

This dynamism requires perennial sources of finagspecially fiscal resources as well as the maamee
of European Structural Funds.

Our continent will not be able to achieve fair asubtainable growth without the decisive involvemeht
local authorities;

Fair growth also entails the implementation of hbeigurhood policies with partner countries of thedpgan
Union, and the deepening of decentralised cooerati

The present crisis is also a political crisis dmeldocialist and European elected representateles/b in the
power of elected representatives to make politlegisions other than those that lead to pursuirigies of
cuts in public services.



